
The Tabernacle 
and the Temple

David Moves the Ark to Jerusalem



Review Questions

1. Why did God allow the ark to be captured?

2. Was God powerless in Dagon’s temple?

3. What good did moving the ark to a different city do?

4. Why did the Philistines send the ark back to Israel?

5. Why didn’t the Israelites put the ark in the Tabernacle?

6. What did the Israelites want God to do?



I Samuel 8:4-9
(All Scripture is New International Version)

 

   So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came 
to Samuel at Ramah.  They said to him, “You are old, 
and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a 
king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”
   But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD.  And the 
LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying 
to you; it is not you they have rejected as their king, 
but me.  As they have done from the day I brought 
them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and 
serving other gods, so they are doing to you.  Now 
listen to them, but warn them solemnly and let them 
know what the king who will reign over them will do.”



I Samuel 8:19-22

   But the people refused to listen to Samuel.  
“No!” they said.  “We want a king over us.  
Then we will be like all the other nations, with 
a king to lead us and to go out before us and 
fight our battles.”
   When Samuel heard all that the people said, 
he repeated it before the LORD.  The LORD 
answered, “Listen to them and give them a 
king.”



I Samuel 9:15-17

   Now the day before Saul came, the LORD 
had revealed this to Samuel: “About this 
time tomorrow I will send you a man from 
the land of Benjamin.  Anoint him leader 
over my people Israel; he will deliver my 
people from the hand of the Philistines.  I 
have looked upon my people, for their cry 
had reached me.”
   When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the 
LORD said to him, “This is the man I spoke 
to you about; he will govern my people.”



I Samuel 15:1-3

   Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD 
sent to anoint you King over his people Israel; 
so listen now to the message from the LORD.  
‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: “I will 
punish the Amalekites for what they did to 
Israel when they waylaid them as they came up 
from Egypt.  Now go, attack the Amalekites 
and totally destroy everything that belongs to 
them.  Do not spare them; put to death men 
and women, children and infants, cattle and 
sheep, camels and donkeys.’ ”



I Samuel 15:10, 34

   Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: “I 
am grieved that I have made Saul king, because 
he has turned away from me and has not carried 
out my instructions.”  Samuel was troubled, and 
he cried out to the LORD all that night.

____
   Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up 
to his home in Gibeah of Saul.  Until the day 
Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, 
though Samuel mourned for him.  And the LORD 
was grieved that he had made Saul king over 
Israel.



I Samuel 16:1

   The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you 
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as 
king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be 
on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his sons to 
be king.”

   Samuel anointed David, Jesse’s youngest son.



II Samuel 6:1-5

   David again brought together out of Israel chosen 
men, thirty thousand in all.  He and all his men set out 
from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark 
of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the 
LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the 
cherubim that are on the ark.  They set the ark of 
God on a new cart and brought it from the house of 
Abinadab, which was on the hill.  Uzzah and Ahio, 
sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart with the 
ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it.  
David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating 
with all their might before the LORD, with songs and 
with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums, and cymbals.



II Samuel 6:6-9

   When they came to the threshing floor of 
Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the 
ark of God, because the oxen stumbled.  The 
LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his 
irreverent act; therefore God struck him down 
and he died there beside the ark of God. 
   Then David was angry because the LORD’s 
wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this 
day that place is called Perez Uzzah.
   David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, 
“How can the ark of the LORD ever come to me?”



II Samuel 6:10-11

   He was not willing to take the ark of the 
LORD to be with him in the City of David.  
Instead he took it aside to the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite.  The ark of the 
LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom 
the Gittite for three months, and the LORD 
blessed him and his entire household.



I Chronicles 15:1-3

   After David had constructed buildings for 
himself in the City of David, he prepared a 
place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for 
it.  Then David said, “No one but the Levites 
may carry the ark of God, because the LORD 
chose them to carry the ark of the LORD and 
to minister before him forever.”
   David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to 
bring up the ark of the LORD to the place he 
had prepared for it.  He called together the 
descendants of Aaron and the Levites.



I Chronicles 15:11-13   
 

   Then David summoned Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests, and Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel and 
Amminadab the Levites.  He said to them, “You 
are the heads of the Levitical families; you and 
your fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves 
and bring up the ark of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to the place I have prepared for it.  It was 
because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the 
first time that the LORD our God broke out in 
anger against us.  We did not inquire of him about 
how to do it in the prescribed way.”  



I Chronicles 15:14-15

   So the priests and Levites consecrated 
themselves in order to bring up the ark of 
the LORD, the God of Israel.  And the 
Levites carried the ark of God with the 
poles on their shoulders, as Moses had 
commanded in accordance with the word 
of the LORD.



I Chronicles 16:1-4

   They brought the ark of God and set it inside 
the tent that David had pitched for it, and they 
presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings 
before God.  After David had finished sacrificing 
the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the LORD.  Then 
he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a 
cake of raisins to each Israelite man and woman.
   He appointed some of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to 
give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of 
Israel.



Questions for Review

1. Why did Israel want to have a king?

2. Why was choosing a king a rejection of God?

3. Is this why God had the Ark removed from the Tabernacle?

4. Why was Saul rejected as king?

5. Why did David want to bring the Ark to Jerusalem?

6. How did David get the priests to carry the Ark?

7. Why did David not also bring the Tabernacle to Jerusalem?


